
KANE COUNTY ZONING APPEALS BOARD
NOVEMBER 14, 2023

Gala  Argent  & James L ight
47W831 I l  Route 38

Maple Park,  IL  60151



I .  INTRODUCTION

“A request  for  s i t ing  approval  or  a  spec ia l  use permit  for  a … commerc ia l  
solar  energy fac i l i ty,  or  modif icat ion of  an  approved s i t ing  or  spec ia l  

use permit ,  shal l be approved IF the request  is  in  compl iance with the 
standards  and condit ions  imposed in  th is  Act ,  the zoning ordinance 

adopted consistent  with  th is  Code,  and the condit ions  imposed under  
State  and federa l  statutes  and regulat ions.”  (55  ILCS  §  5-12020 (g) )

“ The provis ions  of  these regulat ions  be held  to  be the minimum 
requirements  adopted for  the promotion and preservat ion of  publ ic  

health,  safety  and general  welfare  of  Kane County.”  
(Kane Co.  Code §25.5.4.9.N.  )

HOW HAVE PETITIONERS ADDRESSED THIS  IN THEIR APPLICATION?

“ The solar  project  is  being  developed pursuant  to  Kane County ’s  so lar  
energy ordinance and spec ia l  use regulat ions,  and wi l l  meet  ANY AND 
ALL appl icable  requirements  of  the County ’s  land use ordinances,  as  

wel l  as  appl icable  state and federal  regulat ions.”  
(Pet i t ion e rs  Ap p l i cat ion  for  Sp e c ia l  Us e  Pe rmit  n arrat ive .  p .  1 )



I I .  PROBLEMS WITH THE PETITION
A.  SETBACKS

The I l l inois  law provides that  a  commerc ia l  so lar  energy  fac i l i ty  shal l have 
setback d istances  measured from the nearest  edge of  any  component  of  the 

fac i l i ty. ( IL  Publ ic  Act  102 -1123)

The Kane Co.  Ordinance mandates
7. SETBACK REQUIREMENTS:

a. ”The Commerc ia l  Solar  Energy Fac i l i ty  shal l  be s i ted as  fo l lows,  with  
setback d istances  measured from the nearest  edge of  any  component  of  the 

fac i l i ty : (3) Boundary L ines  of  Nonpart ic ipat ing Property :  f i f ty  (50)  feet  to  the 
nearest  point  on the property l ine of  the nonpart ic ipat ing property. ”  

(§25.5.4 .9.E.7.a .(3) )

How have pet it ioners  addressed this  in  their  appl ication? 

They have not ,  because i t  i s  not  addressable.
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I I .  PROBLEMS WITH THE PETITION
B.  SCREENING

“A county may require  certa in  vegetat ive  screening  surrounding a  commerc ia l  wind 
energy  fac i l i ty  or  commerc ia l  so lar  energy  fac i l i ty .”  ( IL  Publ ic  Act  102 -1123 )

Kane Co.  Ordinance mandates  that  “A vegetat ive  screen SHALL be provided for  ANY 
PART OF the Commerc ia l  Solar  Energy Fac i l i ty  that  is  v is ib le  to  Non -part ic ipat ing 

Residence(s) .”  (Kane Co.  Code §25.5.4.9.P.1)  

How have pet it ioners  addressed this  in  their  appl ication? 

“S ett i ng :  Th e  s i te  i s  i d e a l  fo r  a  s o l ar  p ro je ct  b e cause  i t  i s  re l at ive ly  f l at  an d  i s  n atura l ly  
sc re ened f ro m v iew  o n  th e  n o rth  by  ex i st ing  ve getat ion .”  

(App l i cat ion  for  Spe c ia l  Us e  Pe rmit  narrat ive .  p .  4  )

“ Th e  p ro je ct  w i l l  h ave  n o  o f fs i te  imp ac ts  an d  
w i l l  on ly  b e  marg ina l ly  v i s ib le  f ro m any  n e ighbors .”  

(Pet i t ion  4616,  F in d in g s  o f  Fact  # 8)

A n d y  Me lka :  “ I t  i s  f lat  an d  n atura l ly  sc re ened .”  
(Min u te s  o f  th e  Se pt  12  me et in g ,  p .  12 ,  l in e  16 ,  on  th e  re cord  an d  sworn )



Elevat ion “Line of S ight” Tool : 892’ to 846’
Screen plant ings would need to be 46’ to BEGIN to screen the view.
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“PICTURESQUE VIEWS OF THE SURROUNDING FARMLAND SCENERY.  
GREAT PRIVATE LOCATION,  WITH A VINEYARD BESIDE THE HOME,  

AND A 40 ACRE F IELD BEHIND!”

Directions

Listing Details MLS #11084768
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Closed Date

Structure
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Courtesy of Malissa Straughn
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